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Paving the way for breakthrough
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interdisciplinary and intersectoral in
its approach, across borders.

It is a bridge among different
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innovative, culturally sensitive, bottom-
up approach to improve trust and
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Deliverable D3.2 of the ImmuHubs project is part of WP3: ‘Closing Gaps in Immunisation
Coverage'. The Deliverable D3.2 consists of a press release describing the ImmuHubs project
and the work to be done at physical ImmuHubs on the ground in 6 European countries. WP3
has created a frame of a press release, which each of the consortium partner will tailor to
reflect both their own ImmuHub activities and the overall consortium principles and aims.
The publication of the press releases will need to be synchronized timewise to go out when
the local ImmuHubs are ready to start operating in each of the partner countries. The press
release is a part of Consortium’s communication activities and will be released by each
partner in their local language. The English language version will be released by the
coordinator/ ViVl, as well as the two pan-European Organisations EAP and EU Parents.

The objective of the press release is to inform ImmuHubs stakeholders and the wider public
about the local ImmuHubs as well as the overall ImmuHubs project to gain public visibility
but also to help recruit participants to the local ImmuHubs. Paving the way for breakthrough
innovation, the ImmuHubs project is interdisciplinary and intersectoral in its approach, across
borders. It is a bridge among different stakeholders that work towards the same direction: a
sustainable, innovative, culturally sensitive, bottom-up approach to improve trust and vaccine
uptake.



INTRODUCTION

As it was stated in the Deliverable D2.2 (Communication/ Dissemination Plan) the strategic
direction for ImmuHubs Communication and Dissemination activities is to accurately reflect
the project objective, which is to reduce social inequality and improve the health and
wellbeing of disadvantaged, isolated, and difficult to reach population groups in Europe. The
purpose of the press release is to provide insight and provide effective promotional
information regarding the project to the public, as well as healthcare professionals and
specialised target groups. Its communication purpose is to promote knowledge sharing
concerning the local ImmuHubs within the respective population groups that they are
serving in each partner country. The ImmuHubs Press Release also serves as a project
document to be posted on the ImmuHubs website and to be sent to journalists on behalf of
ImmuHubs to announce news or events associated with the Project.

As stated in the Communication Plan, press releases will report on project activities, outputs
and results in English and local languages. They will be distributed through various media
channels throughout the project life cycle. After the EU Kick-off Meeting in May 2021, the EU
Health Policy Platform issued an official statement. After the ImmuHulbs interim and Final
Meeting, press releases with status updates will be issued to the general public and the EU
and European stakeholders. Additionally, each ImmuHubs partner organisation is
responsible for translating the press releases into their working language(s), identifying the
relevant local media and channels and distributing the press releases to them.

Timing

The starting of the activities of the local ImmuHubs is in year two of the project which
commences in May 2022. The local press releases will thus be published in /after May 2022
to synchronize with the launch date of local ImmuHulbs in each country.

Tracking
The impact and reach of press releases will be estimated based on the circulation and the
number of views in case of online articles and broadcasting channels as well as social media.

Workup

Each local ImmuHub can use the press release skeleton below and enlarge the descriptive
part related to their activities, including additional web pages / social media account. The
press releases may also be used in coordination with other materials released by the
ImmuHubs project such as videos and podcasts introducing the respective ImmuHubs on
the ground, as well as news updates/blog entries on the ImmuHubs website and updates
posted on social media channels (LinkedIn and Twitter).
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PRESS RELEASE

ImmuHubs: reaching out to strengthen vaccine equity
and uptake.

What are ImmuHubs? “ImmuHubs” is a short form for our project’s official title, “Innovative
Immunisation Hubs.”

The ImmuHubs Project aims to reduce transmission of vaccine-preventable diseases by
improving access to, and uptake of vaccines among disadvantaged, isolated, and difficult to
reach population groups in Europe.

A key element of the ImmuHubs Program consists of grassroots innovation on the ground,
where we partner directly with disadvantaged, isolated, and difficult to reach population
groups. We call this important component of the project the ‘physical ImmuHubs on the
ground’. The physical ImmuHubs will be open for one year, after that, we will critically
evaluate the real-world impact we have had, and whether the project is scalable at the
European level. ImmuHubs will be piloted in six countries, namely: Cyprus, Finland, Greece,
Poland, Portugal, and Serbia. The Vaccine Safety Initiative in Germany is developing a
technology platform tailored to the needs related to vaccines and vaccine preventable
diseases in these populations.

The ImmuHubs project lasts for three years, it started in May of 2021 and it is co-funded by
the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HaDEA). More information on
ImmuHubs is available at the ImmuHubs website (for more details see:
https://immunisationhubs.eu/ ).

The ImmuHubs Consortium is led by the Vaccine Safety Initiative a non-profit research
institute and scientific think tank. Partners in the ImmuHubs consortium are the European
Academy of Paediatrics, the European Parents’ Association, Finnish Institute for Health and
Welfare (THL), an NGO in Greece (PRAKSIS), as well as four academic institutions in Cyprus
(European University), Poland (University of Rzeszow), Portugal (Lisbon Academic Medical
centre), and Serbia (University of Belgrade).

The ImmuHubs project includes a wide range of activities: focus groups, workshops, desk
research and white papers, as well as digital health projects and quality improvement
programs. It also includes the SymptomSurvey (https://symptomsurvey.org/) a digital survey
aiming to better understand parents’ and families’ subjective experience of COVID-19 and flu-
like symptoms. The ImmuHubs project also benefits from educational programs for
healthcare professionals in Europe, piloted by the Vaccine Safety Initiative with the European
Academy of Pediatrics. This educational program is called SEKI, which stands for
“Strengthening Education and Knowledge on Immunisation”.

Paving the way for breakthrough innovation, the ImmuHulbs project is interdisciplinary and
intersectoral in its approach, across borders. It is a bridge among different stakeholders that
work towards the same direction: a sustainable, innovative, culturally sensitive, bottom-up
approach to improve trust and vaccine uptake.

Results of the project will be reported as they arise and a summary report at the end of the
project in April 2024; interim findings will be posted on the ImmuHubs Website. - Stay tuned!



In short description of ImmuHubs in 6 European
countries

This information is to be added by each partner country as they publicize the press
release in their respective language.

Cyprus

In the ImmuHulbs Cyprus project, the European University of Cyprus will be collaborating with
governmental and non-governmental organizations dedicated to health safety, with the aim
to develop a network to increase immunisation coverage and to reduce the transmission of
vaccine preventable diseases. Three ImmuHubs will be established in Cyprus:

ImmuHub Limassol: Homeless people in Limassol

The Limassol Municipality organised the Centre for Support and Reintegration of Homeless
People. The Limassol Municipality, in consultation with the competent Ministry of Labour,
Welfare and Social Insurance, developed an integrated social plan and proceeded to the
implementation of the Centre. Despite the various problems for this group of people vaccine
coverage and vaccine preventable diseases are issues of concern. The vaccine coverage for
these groups is not well known. In cooperation with the associated centre, homeless people
will be approached to participate in ImmuHubs activities.

ImmuHub Nicosial: A Greek Orthodox community

This ImmuHub will be in Nicosia constituting the second ImmuHub planned in Cyprus,
based within a Greek Orthodox community.

ImmuHub Nicosia2: Turkish Cypriots working in the South

Turkish Cypriots or Cypriot Turks are mostly ethnic Turks originating from Cyprus. The Turkish
Cypriot individuality is based on their ethnic Turkish roots and links to Turkey, but also to their
Cypriot character with cultural and language similarities with Greek Cypriots. The majority of
Cypriot Turks work in the Southern part of Cyprus. We will be approaching them to
participate in an ImmuHub dedicated to this population Group.

Additional information regarding ImmuHulbs Cyprus will be available from Prof. Adamos
Hadjipanayis and Dr. Elisavet Efstathiou at the European University of Cyprus.

Finland

All ImmuHubs are based in Helsinki, Finland.

ImmuHub Helsinki 1: Paperless persons (undocumented migrants) in Helsinki.
Persons of irregular status/undocumented migrants can have access to health services at the
global clinic at Helsinki. The clinic is run by volunteers and the services are primarily for



. mnov.atlv.e Deliverable Report D3.2
Immunisation Press Releases presenting the ImmuHubs
hubs and their work in 6 European countries.

Reducing Transmission of
Vaccine-Preventable Diseases

patients who are not entitled to public health care in Finland since they do not have an official
migration status. Services are free of charge, anonymous and in strict confidence. The
volunteers running the clinic in Helsinki are trained medical doctors, dentists, nurses,
midwives, psychologists and interpreters. The clinic provides necessary and urgent health
care for adults, children, and for pregnant women. The persons visiting the clinic will be
offered the possibility to participate in the project.

ImmuHub Helsinki 2: Older migrants in Helsinki (Jade Toimintakeskus, Helsinki).

Jade Toimintakeskus is an activity center for elderly foreign origin persons (50+ years) living in
the Helsinki region. It is a meeting place for older foreign speakers in Helsinki. This center
organizes customer-oriented, native-language, low-threshold group activities for foreign-
speakers over the age of 50. The aim of group activities is to prevent the challenges posed by
aging and to promote the inclusion, empowerment and overall well-being of older migrant
people. Persons of foreign background visiting the center will be approached to participate
in ImmuHubs activities.

ImmuHub Helsinki 3: Marginalized groups in Finland

Additional ImmuHubs are being planned with Somali and Roma populations, who are
marginalized groups in Finland and whose vaccine coverage is thought to be low but is not
well-known.

Additional information regarding ImmuHubs in Finland will be available from Dr. Hanna
Nohynek via www.thl fi

Creece

ImmuHub Thessaloniki: Roma Children

This ImmuHub will be based in Thessaloniki and specifically at PRAKSIS Polyclinic and work
also via the outreach work/ street program for education of Roma and refugee community.
The PRAKSIS Polyclinic is a direct service provision center that focuses on free of charge
health care, accommodation, psycho-social support, job counseling and labour promotion,
legal counseling, interpretation and cultural mediation, escort supporting services, basic
hygiene services (showers hygiene kits), clothing and shoes.

ImmuHub Athens 1: Muslim immigrants in Attika

This ImmuHub is based at a PRAKSIS community centre in the Attika Region and will be
recruiting second generation Muslim immigrants.

ImmuHub Athens 2: Seasonal workers in Attika
This ImmuHub is based at a PRAKSIS community centre in the Attika Region and will be
dedicated to seasonal workers in the Region.

ImmuHub Athens 3: People living with HIV/AIDS in Attika

This is a uniqgue ImmuHub, also based in the Attika Region which will be working with people
living with HIV/AIDS, who are at increased risk for vaccine preventable diseases but may be
unaware of their vaccine protection needs.

Athens 1-3 will all be based in the Attika Region of Greece, and specifically at the PRAKSIS
Community Center. The PRAKSIS Community Center (as well as the PRAKSIS Polyclinic of
Thessaloniki) works on the implementation of actions and interventions aiming at the



eradication of social and economic exclusion of vulnerable individuals and social groups:; this
includes the efforts at social (re)integration and inclusion, provision of free of charge psycho-
social and medical services, escort supporting services, legal counseling, job counseling and
the promotion of employment and work. It focuses on planning and implementing projects
as well as public information and awareness campaigns on issues of public health. All
PRAKSIS facilities are run by qualified staff. Services are provided free of charge as already
mentioned above and the beneficiaries are: the Greek poor, homeless and uninsured people,
economic migrants, asylum seekers, refugees, unaccompanied minors, trafficking victims, sex
workers, drug users, Roma, HIV seropositive people, people living with AIDS (PLWA), Hepatitis
B and C patients, men having sex with men (MSM), prisoners, people released from prisons,
Creek families facing the consequences of the financial crisis and any person facing social
or/and financial exclusion or who may be deprived of basic goods. Persons of interest will be
approached to participate in the ImmuHubs activities.

Additional information regarding ImmuHubs in Greece will be available from Maria
Moudatsou at PRAKSIS and Prof. Vana Papapevangelou (WP4 lead on behalf of EAP).

Poland

As a part of the ImmuHubs Poland project, the University of Rzeszéw in cooperation with
governmental and non-governmental organizations working for health protection is
developing a network which aim will be reducing the transmission of vaccine preventable
diseases.

ImmuHub Krosno 1: Unaccompanied minors

In the Krosno city we have launched an ImmuHub dedicated to Unaccompanied Minors. In
this location we will focus on the children and the teenagers who are under the age of
eighteen and who stay at the orphanages located in Podkarpackie region. They are separated
from both parents and are not being cared for by an adult who by law or custom has
responsibility to do that. By inviting children guardians and educators we want to broaden
their knowledge and strengthen the awareness about children vaccination status and health
protection through vaccinations. The numerous educational actions will be undertaken in
cooperation with the Staff of the District Sanitary-Epidemiological Station in Krosno.

ImmuHub Rzeszdéw 1: Ukrainian War Refugees

Ever since the beginning of the Ukraine Crisis, the City of Rzeszow has received and hosted
many war refugees crossing the border from Ukraine, predominantly women and children.
In. response to this acute situation, the team at the University of Rzeszow has dedicated one
ImmuHub to this specific population and their needs, helping them to access healthcare
and. vaccine protection.

ImmuHub Stalowa Wolal: Ukrainian seasonal workers

In the Stalowa Wola city, we have launched an ImmuHub, where we especially invite
Ukrainian citizens. Ukrainian citizens visiting ImmuHubs will receive support in a form of
individual consultations, and possibility to verify their own vaccination status on the basis of
vaccination schedule valid in Poland using digital tools e.g.. the VAccApp. Participants will
also receive brochures with information about available and recommended vaccines which
will help to protect their or their families’ health and life.

Additional information regarding ImmuHubs in Poland will be available from Prof. Artur
Mazur, MD
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Portugal

ImmuHub Lisbon 1: Homeless children and adults

This ImmuHub will be dedicated to homeless children and adults (as well as children’s
caretakers/guardians) in the Lisbon region. Support for the homeless will be carried out at
the premises of the Lisbon City Council.

ImmuHub Lisbon 2: Vila Franca Hub
This ImmuHub will be based at a Waldorf school in Vila Franca de Xira. We will engage with
the local school community.

ImmuHub Almancil 1: Ukrainian Cross-border Workers
Ukrainian residents in the South of Portugal. Support for Ukrainians residing in the Almancil
area will take place at the Parish Council and the Almancil Health Center, which are adjacent.

ImmuHub Lisbon 3: Children with Asthma
This ImmuHub will be tending to children wiling with asthma who are attending the
Pediatric Allergology Consultation of the Hospital Universitario of Santa Maria (HSM), in
Lisbon. Children with asthma have specific immunisation needs, and this will be the topic of
a Hub dedicated to this population group.

Additional information regarding ImmuHubs in Portugal will be available from Prof. Ana
Margarita Neves, MD at the University of Lisbon.

Serbia

ImmuHub Navi Sad: Paperless people, war veterans

This ImmuHub based in Novi Sad, will aim to increase vaccination literacy among people
who are homeless, paperless, or war veterans. These marginalized groups, especially
paperless people, have difficulty accessing health care as well as information about
vaccination.

ImmuHub Eastern Serbia: ‘Wallachians' in the East
This ImmuHub based in eastern Serbia will aim to increase vaccine literacy among the hard-
to-reach and isolated group of national minorities (‘Wallachians').

ImmuHub Sandzak: Slavic Muslims in the Sandzak Region

This ImmuHub based in Sandzak will be working with Slavic Muslims, on increasing
vaccination literacy, as well as on increasing the vaccination uptake. This is a group of people
with a very low vaccination rate, both for children and adults.

Additional information regarding ImmuHubs in Serbia will be available from Prof. Kaja
Damnjanovic, MD at the University of Belgrade.



Contact information and related links

For more information, please contact the coordinator at:
Vaccine Safety initiative: info@vaccinesafety.org

For information on specific ImmuHubs on the ground please contact the respective country
representatives:

Cyprus: Adamos Hadjipanayis and Elisavet Efstathiou
adamos@paidiatros.com, liza.efstathiou@gmail.com

Finland: Hanna Nohynek and Kalpana Bastola
hanna.nohynek@thl fi, kalpana.bastola@thl. fi
Creece: Maria Modatsou and Vana Papaevangelou
Mm.moudatsou@praksis.gr, vpapaev@med.uoa.gr
Poland: Edyta Kopera and Aneta Radaczynska,
ekopera@ur.edu.pl, aradaczynska@ur.edu.pl
Portugal: Ana Margarida Neves
amneves37@gmail.com
Serbia: Ivana Pavlovic
email:ivana.pavlovic@f.bg.ac.rs

Related links:
ImmuHubs website: https://immunisationhulbs.eu/
Vaccine Safety Initiative: http://vaccinesafety.org/

Symptom survey: https://symptomsurvey.org/
SEKI platform: https://www.seki.eu/

Report submitted by: THL 28-04-2022
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